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Army relocating
32 to Md. base

Lewmakers: Move is premature

HEITH BROWN
:yd BILL BOWMAN
STAFF WRITERS
~ The Army plans fo use -
about $2.2 million of Fort
Monmouth's mission
funds to move an advance
contingent of post  engi-
neers to Aberdeen Proving
Ground before a federally
mandated report has been
submitted to Congress.

The Army Materiel
Command, which oversees
Fort Monmouth, issued a
release late Friday an-
nouncing that it had ap-
proved the move of 32 en-
gineers to Aberdeen’'in an
effort to “facilitate a
smooth transition.” The
Maryland installation is
scheduled to absorb the
bulk of the fort's mission
by 2011 under the 2005
Base Realignment and
Closure decisions that
marked the 90-year-old
post for shuttering.

[ THE BATTLE FOR

| FORT MONMOUTH |

ON THE WEB: Visit our
Web site, www.app.com,
and look under Special
Reportsfor a link to Battle
for Fort Monmouth.

The move will cost
about $70,000 for each per-
son and will be taken from
the fort’s “operational” —
or mission — funds,
according to Henry Kear-
ney, a fort spckesman.

Gen. Benjamin 8. Grif-
fin, AMC's commanding
general, said 19 of the 32
positions have been filled
voluntarily by Fort Mon-

See Relocation, Page AS
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‘Sex-abuse

lawsuit vs.
church to -
proceed

By KATHLEEN HOPKINS
TOMS RIVER BUREAU

TOMS RIVER — A $100
million lawsuit agalnst St.
Thomas Lutheran Church
in Brick will proceed,
after a judge Friday de-
clined to dismiss com-
plaints brought by 19 men
who allege they were mo-
lested as children in the
1960s, 1970s and 1980s by
the church’s one-time pas-
tor.

State Superior Court
Judge Thomas E. O'Brien
denied requests to djsmiss
the lawsuit made by attor-
neys representing the
church and its adjacent St.
Thomas Christian Acad-
emy on Salmon Street, the
church’s and school's offi-
cials and parent organiza-
tions, and the estate of the
former pastor, thg late
Rev. Robert L. Slegel,

Toms River attorney
Robert R. Fuggi filed the
lawsuit on behalf of 19
plaintiffs, who now range
in age from 28 to 52, They
allege they were malested
by Slegel when they were
between 5 to 15 years old.
A 20th man also claims he

Coming Sunday
__ The Press takes a look at
" the trend toward
consolidating municipal
Services.
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