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money-laundering network of astate developer defense fund
Brooklyn and Jersey rabbis. Simul- — charged with

taneously posed as real-estate laundering more
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Thursday

the federal probe

inspector who took a bribe
that sparked the New Jersey
public-corruption portion of
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BE?I?I‘:I&, 74, i Achim synagogue,
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s accus):zd of money laundering

taking $20,000 RABBI LAVEL

inillegal SCHWARTZ, 57, oo
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5 Zion synagogue, dtole L2y SR i 1
DANIEL VAN L HARVEY SMITH, RABBIELIAHUBENHAIM, (7 DheeRshead LEVI DEUTSCH, 37, Brooklyn,
RELT, &4, 60, Democratic 58, leader of Ohel Yaacob { — charged with Israeli citizen — charged with
‘Republican state § state assemblyman synagogue, Deal, NJ — money laundering money laundering
assemblyman and recent Jersey charged with money P LEVY IZHAK ROSENBAUM, 58,
S"d s Cltydr_l&ayéoral idufeciing Brooklyn — accused of co;'lspiring
T:\:!r:ghip accused f,f_taking RABBI EDMUND NAHUM, 56, to broker the sale of a human
NJ, mayor — $15,000 in bribes in return leader of Deal Synagogue, kidney bought from Israel for a
accused of for approval of building Deal, NJ — charged with transplant in US in exchange for
| taking $10,000 cash bribe projects money laundering $160,000

Another wound for weakened Gorzine

By MAGGIE HABERMAN

The sweeping corruption case
that ensnared politicians across a
swath of New Jersey may claim
one more Democratic pol by de-
fault — Gov. Jon Corzine, who is
already on the ropes in his re-
election bid.

Corzine is more than 10 per-
centage points behind Republican
Chris Christie in the most recent
polls — and he won't be helped
by the fact that his rival is the
former federal prosecutor who

launched the original corruption
probe, experts and others said.

“I think it demonstrates that Jon
Corzine had his opportunity to
reform New Jersey and didn't
succeed. I think that's the way
it'll play out in the minds of vot-
ers,” former Mayor Rudy Giuli-

ani, a major Christie supporter, -

told The Post.

“A governor who was a re-
former would have dealt with
[this level of corruption] a long
time ago.”

At a minimum, it gives Christie

— who is getting battered by
multimillionaire Corzine’s nega-
tive ads — something to combat
the attacks with.

Democratic  strategist Hank
Sheinkopf, who has worked with
New Jersey politicians, said
dryly, “It’s not the best day Jon
Corzine ever had.”

One New Jersey Democrat,
who asked not to be identified,
described the scandal as “sur-
mountable, but it won't be easy.”

The Democrat added that there
were many problems for Corzine

in the arrests, including some lo-
gistical ones — such as some of
the arrests taking place in Hud-
son County, one of the state's
most Democratic, meaning that
pieces of the party’'s get-out-the-
vote machinery are hobbled.

Corzine immediately  an-
nounced he was firing his Com-
munity Affairs commissioner, Joe
Doria, a Bayonne Democrat who
hasn't been charged bur has seen
his records confiscated from his
house and his office.

Sheinkopf and others said the

governor will need to do more.

“In order for Corzine to get
ahead of this, he's going to have
to announce sweeping changes
and figure out a way to put them
in place almost instantly,” he said:

Still, Patrick Murray of the
Monmouth University Polling In-
stitute said “corruption” ranks as
a major issue with just 4 percent
of cynical state voters.

“In the long term, I don’t think
this is going to be an issue,” he
said.

maggie.haberman@nypost.com
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